
Seven- “I am Thirst”  
John 19:28 

John 19:28 Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill 
Scripture he said, “I am thirsty.”  

NT Wright translation:  28 After this, Jesus knew that everything had been 
completed. ‘I’m thirsty,’ he said (fulfilling what the Bible had said). 

John 19:28 Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill 
Scripture he said, “I am thirsty.”  

#1 - Maybe he’s just thirsty.  

John 19: 29 “A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so they soaked a sponge 
in it, put it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips." 

#2 - Old Testament fulfillment  

Psalm 22:15 “15 My strength has dried up like sunbaked clay. My tongue 
sticks to the roof of my mouth. You have laid me in the dust and left me 
for dead.”  

Psalm 69:21 which says “21 They also gave me poison for my food And 
for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.”  



“16 Answer my prayers, O Lord,  for your unfailing love is wonderful.  
Take care of me,  for your mercy is so plentiful. 17 Don’t hide from your 
servant;  answer me quickly, for I am in deep trouble! 18 Come and 
redeem me;  free me from my enemies. 19 You know of my shame, scorn, 
and disgrace.  You see all that my enemies are doing. 20 Their insults 
have broken my heart, and I am in despair.  If only one person would 
show some pity; if only one would turn and comfort me.”21 They also 
gave me poison for my food And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to 
drink. 

“John wants to make his readers understand that every part of Jesus’ 
passion was not only in the Father’s plan of redemption but a 
consequence of the Son’s direct obedience to it. Jesus’ cry I am thirsty 
represents ‘not the isolated fulfilling of a particular trait in the scriptural 
picture, but the perfect completion of the whole prophetic image’. -DA 
Carson” 

#3- Jesus’ thirst is symbolic.  

John 4- 
9The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with 

Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and I am a 
Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a drink?”  

 10  Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who 
you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I would give you 
living water.”  

 11  “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she said, “and this well 
is very deep. Where would you get this living water?  



Jumping to verse 13 
 13  Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon become 

thirsty again.  
 14  But those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again. It 

becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them 
eternal life.”  

 15  “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! Then I’ll never 
be thirsty again, and I won’t have to come here to get water.”  

The Samaritan woman at the well found the Lord thirsting, and by him 
thirsting, she was filled. She first found him thirsting in order that he 
might drink from her faith. And when he was on the cross, he said, “I 
thirst,” although they did not give him that for which he was thirsting. For 
he was thirsting for them. -Augustine of Hippo 


