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What I’m Praying For: Leaders  
 
1 Timothy 2:2 2 Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and 
quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity.  
 
Big Idea: The command to pray for our leaders does not depend on who is leading.  
 
Big Question: How should we pray for our leaders? 
Main Scripture: 1 Timothy 2:1-7  
 
1 Timothy 2:1-2 1 I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their 
behalf, and give thanks for them. 2 Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can 
live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity.  
 
1. Ask God to help them  
 
Jeremiah 29:7 7 And work for the peace and prosperity of the city where I sent you into exile. Pray to 
the LORD for it, for its welfare will determine your welfare. 
 
We Christians do intercede for all the emperors that their lives may be prolonged, their government be 
secured to them, that their families may be preserved in safety, their senates faithful to them, their 
armies brave, their people honest, and that the whole empire may be at peace, and for whatever other 
things are desired by the people or the Caesar. --- Tertullian 
 
Pray for all the saints; pray, too, for all kings and powers and rulers, and for your persecutors, and 
those that hate you, and for your cruel enemies. --- Polycarp 
 
"We pray for the rulers, for those who harassed us, insulted and slandered us, humiliated and ridiculed 
us, tortured and destroyed us.... We pray for them and forgive them.” 
 
2. Intercede on their behalf  
 
Intercede = To intervene through prayer, led by God, marking an intersection between heaven and 
earth as it reflects the Lord's specific will. It means to stand in the gap.  
 
1 Timothy 2:3-6 3 This is good and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants everyone to be saved and to 
understand the truth. 5 For, there is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—
the man Christ Jesus. 6 He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God 
gave to the world at just the right time. 
 
3. Give thanks for them 
 
Romans 13:1 1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which is from God. The authorities that exist have been appointed by God. 
 
By God = Either by God's permission or by His prescription.  
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John 19:10b-11a 10b  “Don’t you realize that I have the power to release you or crucify you?” 11a Then 
Jesus said, “You would have no power over me at all unless it were given to you from above.” 
 
1 Timothy 2:7 7 And I have been chosen as a preacher and apostle to teach the Gentiles this message 
about faith and truth. I’m not exaggerating—just telling the truth. 
 
God, we pray for all those who are leaders in our lives. We ask you to help them be the men and 
women You desire them to be. We intercede for them; asking You to lead them to a genuine faith in 
You through Christ, and that You would protect them from all attacks of the evil one. And we thank 
You for them, knowing that all authority in Heaven and on earth belongs to You. Lord, in praying these 
things, may we, Your children, live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity.   
 
 
 

 


