
Unsung Heroes Week 3: Barnabas 
 

Big Question: What do I need to know about Christian conflict?  
Main Scripture: Acts 15:36-39 
Unsung Hero: Barnabas 
 

1. Conflict demands attention 
 
Acts 4:36-37  36 For instance, there was Joseph, the one the apostles nicknamed 
Barnabas (which means “Son of Encouragement”). He was from the tribe of Levi and 
came from the island of Cyprus. 37 He sold a field he owned and brought the money to 
the apostles. 
 
Acts 12:25 When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned from 
Jerusalem, taking with them John, also called Mark. 
 
Acts 13:1-3 “1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, 
Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 
“Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after 
they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.” 
 
Acts 13:13 From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where 
John left them to return to Jerusalem. 
 
Acts 15:36-39 
After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brethren in every city 
in which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” Barnabas wanted to 
take John, called Mark, along with them also. But Paul kept insisting that they should not 
take him along who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the 
work. And there occurred such a sharp disagreement that they separated from one 
another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus 
 
 
Matthew 18:15 15 “If another believer[a] sins against you,[b] go privately and point out the 
offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that person back.” 
 

2. Conflict denies grudges   
 
Matthew 18:16 16 But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you and go 
back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by two or three witnesses. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:6 “Or is it only Barnabas and I who have to work to support ourselves?”  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A15-21&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23717a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A15-21&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23717b


Philemon 1:23-24 “23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you his 
greetings. 24 So do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my co-workers.  
25 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” 
 
Colossians 4:10 Aristarchus, who is in prison with me, sends you his greetings, and so 
does Mark, Barnabas’s cousin. As you were instructed before, make Mark welcome if he 
comes your way. 
 
Matthew 18:17 17 If the person still refuses to listen, take your case to the church. Then if 
he or she won’t accept the church’s decision, treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax 
collector. 
 

3. Conflict desires resolution 
 
Matthew 18:15-17  15 “If another believer[a] sins against you,[b] go privately and point out 
the offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that person 
back. 16 But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you and go back again, 
so that everything you say may be confirmed by two or three witnesses. 17 If the person 
still refuses to listen, take your case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the 
church’s decision, treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector. 
 

 Matthew 18:21-22 “Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive 
someone[i] who sins against me? Seven times?” 22 “No, not seven times,” Jesus 
replied, “but seventy times seven!”  
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